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Sports

Wally H. Verdooren shines like a star

" by Tom Nelson
Walter H. Verdooren

Why write a story on somebody who's /

name I can barely say and need a
bachelors degree in the dilects of Outer
Mongolia to spell.

No it’s not because I'm receiving death
threats from players and coaches of the
tennis team or an intense desire to elec-
trocute myself on this electric typewriter
I'm using.

Really the fact is, I love comebacks. The
people like Eric Soderholm, and Jim
Bouton who prove time and time again if
one has the desire he can do it. Yes Wally
is the Jim Bouton of West Chicago. Just
like Jim Bouton who retired from the big
leagues only to come back last year as a
knuckle-baller for the Atlanta Braves,
Wally left the team last year for greener
pastures.

*‘Last year I had a job"’ quipped the wiry
5" 11" Verdooren ‘‘and I was ingreat need
of money.” But why comeback. Why go
through the grueling workouts, the dusty
bus rides to such whistlestops as Geneva,
and the emotional strain on his family and

Improved tennis

by Dan Rinn

Even since We-Go has entered the
DuPage Valley Conference in the 1975-1976
school year, the We-Go tennis team has
consistently taken last place in conference
play. This year, however, it looks as
though the team will pull out of the cellar.

For all three of the years We-Go has
been in this conference, the tennis team
has only won one conference meet, and at
the most scored six points in conference
play. This year, the team has already ac-
cumulated six points and has won one con-
ference meet, only half way through the
conference season and playing the two
hardest teams in our conference. Another

interesting fact about the team is that in

past years the best record the team could
achieve was a 7-13 mark, where as this
year’s team record is 5-5.

As far as tournaments and quads go, We-
Go has always finished last or very close
to last. At Addison Trail, in past years the
tennis team has always finished last scor-

friends. Why, because Wally loves tennis,
he craves the feel of the raquet, the smell
of new tennis balls and the main reason to
prepare for the college team at Augustana
College.

Many of us know of Wally in one sense,
and that is of a columnist for this paper.
His biting commentary on such topics as
Disco, and smoking lounges has given him
the title of controversial, as in Controver-
sial Walter Verdooren. But lets look at his
climb to number one Varsity singles at
We-Go. Born in Breda Netherlands to Vic-
tor and Tina Verdooren on April 16, 1961,
Wally quickly picked up hobbies and ac-
tivities which formed his tennis career.
Some of which include writing, ping pong,
biking, and one of his favorite pass times
“‘reading comic books,”” which explains
his jovial sense of humor which prompted
George Goykovich to state “his humor
starts when Mr. Swan’s humor ends.”

Starting in seventh grade Wally started
to play on a regular basis with only his dad
to guide him down the path since, “I didn’t
have any lessons’ said the modest Ver-
dooren. “‘It was the only sport I knew of
where you need little or no athletic

ability’’ expressed Wally when asked why
he choose tennis instead of football or
some other glory sport. :

Being a self confirmed hack Wally uses
the garbage hits and spins to overwhelm
his opponents into crying submission.
Although he didn’t have anyone he
modeled himself after Wally is inspired by
Tony Graham. Graham, an unknown,
came to fame last year when he made the
NCAA finals. Like Wally says, “If you
work real hard you can make it to the
top.”

“No,”” stated Verdooren ‘‘but I feel it’s a
great sport” when asked if tennis was a
sport for the slight of build ‘“‘in that a
weakling like me can excel in it.”” After
seeing a Verdooren forehand I can only
agree with him when he added “it’s an
art.”

Finally to clear up any confusion in his
column about his number one syndrome
Wally cleared it up by harping “it was a
gross misunderstanding, I didn’t say I was
great, I just said I can play a winning
game."’

Watch out Jimmy and Bjorn here comes

Wally.

team scoring points

ing one or two points. This year, however,
the team went over there and scored eight
and one half points putting them in fifth
place out of eight teams, and only two
points behind the third place team. They
also brought home two sets of:individual
medals going to the first and second dou-
bles teams of Sonny Denges and Thom
Wierenga, and of Kerry Frantz and Randy
Ayers respectively.

In other quads, the team has always
finished towards the bottom of the barrel.
However, this year the team won a home
quad against Carry Grove, Dundee, and
Marmion, scoring 167 games to Marmion’s
147, Dundee’s 127, and Carg Grove’s 99.
Coach Dan King said that he knew we
were going to win big in doubles, but it was
the singles players strong play that kept
the team up in scoring.

Coach King is very pleased with the
team's acheivements and feels they have
a very excellent chance in reaching their
goals of obtaining 20 team points in con-

Girl’s track: runners take strides

by Mila Matijasevich

On Friday, April 6, the girls track team
traveled to Fenton High School to par-
ticipate in the 1979 Fenton invitational.
The four lap relay team of Kathy
Wheatley, Deanna Risch, Lynn
Schmuggerow and Diane Campbell placed
second with a time of 1:11.14. First place
awards were won by Risch in the 880 yard
run with a time of 2:36.17 which sets an in-
vitational record, Campbell in the 400 yard
dash with a time of 1:05.64 and Teresa
Stuart in the high jump, clearing 5'4"’. The
12 lap relay team of Leslie Anderson,
Risch, Schmuggerow and Campbell placed
first with a time of 4:09.29 which breaks
an old invitational record. Schmuggerow
placed second in the one lap dash with a
time of 17.45..

On April 10 the girls moved to the out-
door track for their first conference meet
with Glenbard South and Naperville Cen-
tral. We-Go placed first in the meet with
outstanding performances by Collette
Staszak with a second place finish in the

two ‘mile run with a time of 13:386, .

Campbell with a first place in the 440 yard
dash, Risch in the 880 yard run and Sharon
Schwarz with a fourth in the 880.
Schmuggerow and Wheatley placed

.second and third respecitvely in the 100

yard dash.

In the field events, freshman Anderson

threw the discus 79'-7” to award herself a
fourth place and put the shot 26’-8%" for a
second place. Lynda Renkosiewicz put the
shot 27°-3” for the first place finish for the
Wildcats. :

_In another conference meet with Glen-

placed second with 54 points. First places
were awarded to the 880 Medley team,
Risch in the 880 yard run, Campbell in the
440 yard dash, Anderson in the discus and
Stuart in the high jump.. :

In a meet with Naperville: North and
Wheaton North the We-Go girls failed to
pull through as many first places as they
had in their previous outings, with
Campbell taking a first in the 440 and
Schmuggerow in the 220.

On April 12 We-Go girls tallied one of
their best performances of the year in a
meet with Wheaton Christian and
Bolingbrook: West Chicago Placed first in
10 fo the 16 events.

The We-Go Invitational was held this
year as We-Go hosted a field of four
teams, Joliet Central, East Aurora, Le-
mont and the host Wildcats. We-Go ran
into some very rough competition against
Joliet Central and the girls placed second
with 41 points. The 880 medley team of

Wheatley, Resch, Schmuggerow and

Campbell placed first with a very good
time of 1:57.8. Resch received the only
other first place award with a time of
2:31.9 in the 880. Second place perfor-
mances were won by the 440 relay team,
Campbell in the 220, the mile relay team,
Anderson in the discus and Stuart in the
High Jump. Third places to the 880 relay

* team and Jodi Quirin in the Long Jump.

’

On April 2 the girls competed with
Sycamore and Oswego. The girls placed
second in the meet with six first place rib-

~ bard North and Wheaton Central, We-Go ' Dons and three second place ribbons.

ference, and finishing around fourth place
in conference.

At the end of this season the tennis team
will not be through, having six of its nine
varsity players returning for next year’s
seaosn. The only seniors the team will be
losing are Wally Verdooren at first
singles, Dan Rinn at third singles, and
Thom Wierenga at first doubles. A lot of
strength will be returning, though, with
Sonny Denges, who played first singles
last year and first doubles this year; Rich
Briggs, who has played second singles for
two years straight; the doubles team of
Kerry Krantz and Randy Ayers, who have
been playing together for three years; and
finally Dave Johnston and Chris Cilek, two
other strong junior players.

With this lineup of players, the tennis
outlook at We-Go looks quite bright, for
this season as well as the next.

We-Go 3

Scoreboard

Boy’s Tennis
We-Go(H)* 3  Wheaton Warrenville 2
We-Go(A) 4  St. Francis 1
We-Go(A)* 1. Wheaton Central 4
We-Go(A) 5  Waubonsie 0
Addison Trail Invitational
Addison Trail
Rolling Meadows
Shepard
St. Charles 9%
West Chicago 8%
Carey Grove 4
Reavis 4
" Conant 3%
‘We-Go(H) 3
We-Go(A)* 0
We-Go(H) 167
Dundee 127
We-Go(A) 0
We-Go(H)* 2

18%
16%2
10%

Elgin Larkin
Naperville North
Marmion

Carey Grove
Downers Grove North
Wheaton North

-
wen BN e

Girl’s Softball
Naperville Central 11
Wheaton Central
Naperville North 11
Glenbard South 1
Wheaton North
Wheaton Warrenville
Glenbard North, 1
Naperville North

We-Go(H)* 7
‘We-Go(A)* 11
We-Go(H)* 9
We-Go(A)* 16
We-Go(H)* 15
We-Go(H)* 12
We-Go(H)* 7
We-Go(A)* 17

Girl’s Track
We-Go(H) 90 Wheaton Christian
Bolingbrook ;
We-Go(A)* 54  Glenbard North
Wheaton Central y
We-Go Invitational
Joliet Central 80
We-Go 41
Lemont 23
East Aurora 18
We-Go(A)* 38 Wheaton North 70
Naperville North 56
We-Go(A) 54 Oswego 67
Sycamore 46
We-Go(H)* 54 Wheaton Warrenville 51

E”_Q

Boy’s Track
We-Go(H)* 55 Wheaton Central . 66
-~ Glenbard North 28
Fox Valley Varsity Prep Meet
29 Teams
Naperville North
St. Charles
We-Go

888&

We-Go(H)* 79 Wheaton Warrenville
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Miller and Mueller spark juniors

by Steve Binder

You just have to wonder if it’s worth it.
All those small, round black and blue
marks, and the sore, tired, aching mus-
cles, and, of course, the slightly swollen
derrier.

Just ask Mike Wheeland. He couldn’t
have expected a workout like the workout
a donkey can give you. Or athletic director
Ron Hansen. His donkey let him know who
was boss. !

For the juniors it was worth it. They
captured the annual and unusual Bob
Crosby’'s Donkey basketball tournament
held here on the evening of April 23. They
combined an explosive offense led by
Larry Miller’s shooting abilities, a power-
ful slam dunk attack by Scott Mueller, ex-
cellent team passing, and a strong defense
led by the crafty Chris Rowland.

With four teams participating, two
games consisting of two halves both eight
minutes long, and a championship game of
one half only were played. The first con-
test matched the junior class against the
firemen of West Chicago. After being
completely dominated by the human ex-
tinguishers and trailing 8-2 after the first
half, the juniors and “Driller” Miller
finally got their donkeys to move. Miller,
onadonkeyhalfhissize,scootedwthe_
hoop for three straight buckets making the
score 108 juniors. They never trailed
again. Miller then added two more hoops,
leading the juniors to victory by the score
of 14-10. ;

The second game pitted the seniors
against the faculty. After a deadlocked
first half (2-2), the rest of the contest was
a see-saw battle. Jimmy Clay swished two
from eight feet, so Paul Netzal retaliated

with two quick layups of his own to tie the ' -

Mike Wheeland struggles with his ass at the

_ beginning of senior-faculty game.

(photo by Binder)
score at eight. Then the seniors pulled
away in the final minutes, giving the
faculty plenty of opportunities for a com-
eback, yet still held on for a 14-8 victory.
This set up the championship final, seniors
against the juniors. )

This one was all Scott Mueller. Being
assisted by a donkey that never budged
from under the basket, Mueller slam-dunk
two early buckets, added a reverse two-
handed dunk. and sank an eight footer
from outside to finish off the seniors and
capture the titleg-0!

Yes. for the juniors it was worth it.
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