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Sports
““‘Quality, but not quantity’’

Depth; the only thing mis

by Mike Fisher

“Sixty eight, sixty nine, seventy..." the
coach yells out the times of the sixteenth
and final 440 of the day to the exhausted
member of the West Chicago outdoor track
team. It has been raining heavily the en-
tire workout and all they can think of is
getting home to get a good nights sleep.

It has been said that in order to be the
best, you have to work hard for it, and that
is certainly what the track team has been
doing in preparing themselves for the out-
door season. The preceeding indoor season
saw the Cats fare better than average,
with a victory at a quadrangular meet
(four teams) and a second place finish at
the Fenton Invitational meet. The indoor
season also saw junior miler Karl Huff set
a new school record for the mile, a speedy
4:28.

The Cats also bounced back from a
disappointing last place finish in last
year’s indoor conference meet, which saw
them acquire a meager seven points, to a
respectable fourth place finish in this
year's indoor conference meet, with 30 5/6
points.

This year’s meet saw the Cats take first
in only two events, the 1000 meter run, won
by senior Dean Burgeson, and the 12 lap
relay, won by the team of Dan Risch, Scott
Mueller, Dean Burgeson, and Joe
Ivanecky. However, coach Tom Kac-
zkowski thinks the team will show definite
improvement for the coming outdoor
season.

““The indoor season is used more or less
as a pre-season, to help get the team in
shape. In outdoor you really gear down
and become more flexible with your
workouts because of the greater variances
in tracks,” explains Kaczkowski, who is an
- accomplished runner himself. Junior Scott
Mueller vouches for this by saying the
workouts are “‘extremely demanding.”

Kaczkowski feels he has several in-
dividuals who could possibly surprise a lot
of people. They include Huff in the mile,
who is just coming off a back injury,
Burgeson in the half mile, who is predicted
to break two minutes for his event, and
senior Tim Blum and junior Risch and
Mueller, all show potential in the quarter
mile, which is sometimes termed as the
“most competitive” event. The Cats also
show promise in the area of sprinting, with
senior Ron Voelz leading the pack, and
junior Tom “Orbit” Hill and George Mit-
chell also showing noticeable improve-

Baseball Bob

by Tom Nelson

Everybody has to start out somewhere.

Willie Mays played stickball, Ernie
Banks would sneak into the Y.M.C.A., and
Sandy Koufax got his break when the star-
ting pitcher was injured.

With Bob Fairbanks it was no different
either. At the “old” age of nine Fairbanks
was runner up in the Phillips 66 Pitch and
Hit contest in Chicago, Illinois. Starting
with that somewhat momentous occasion
baseball has been a never ending love af-
fair for Fairbanks.

Born in the town of Welch, West Virginia
on September 8, 1976, Fairbanks and his
family moved to Chicago a year after he
was born to as Bob put it “a block away
from Wrigley Fiield.” He remembered as a
kid he would work at Wrigley field to get
free passes to the Cubs games. Finally he
moved to West Chicago when he was in
seventh grade. :

Before I had mentioned that Fairbanks

won that contest at the “old” age of nine..

Well that statement meant that he didn’t
start to play ball as early as some other
kids do. In fact he didn’t play organized
ball until he moved to We-go and started to
play in the baseball program in town. Star-
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Dan Risch breaks out to a fast pace in this
year’s DuPage Valley Conference Track
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ment. The team also has a ‘“pleasant sur-
prise” in senior Dan Fernandes, who
should fare well in the 330 yard low
hurdles.

Kaczkowski is also anticipating strong
performances in the field events. He sum-
med up the shot put in this way, “For the
past few months the shot putters have been
concentrating on eating iron in coach
Larry Parker’s diner. They should come
on strong with Dan Fester leading the
pack.” Also showing improvement in the
shot put are senior Steve Lockert and
junior Mike Dunlap. The long jump looks
favorable with two 20 foot plus jumpers in
Fernandes and Blum. The team’s weak
events are the pole vault, being supported
only by sophomore Craig Wheatley, and
the triple jump, with Voelz being its only
contender.
team’s only real problem is the lack of
depth. ““The junior-senior level is well
represented,” he says, “but freshmen-
sophomore turnout is very disappointing.
I've done everything to encourage them to
come out for track. There seems to be a
lack of school spirit.” He also pointed out
that the team is mentally tough, despite
the shortage of players. Burgeson also ex-

sing

pressed his feelings, “We’ve got quality,
but not quantity.” Risch, however, feels
there is another problem, peer pressure
among the players. “At least I'm out,” he
contends.

Kaczkowski also feels another ad-
vantage the team possesses is in it’s all-
weather track. He emphasizes the fact
that if it were a cinder track, it would
“wash away” in a heavy rain. For this
reason, the team can practice anytime.

All the members of the team are confi-
dent of a good upcoming season. “For a
team that runs twice a day, we have good
morale,” remarked Huff, when asked
about the condition of the team. Fernandes
also reflected, “we’ve got a good chance of
making the top three in conference.”

But before a team can become one of the
best, you have to knock off the teams that
already are. “The teams to beat are
Naperville North, Wheaton North, and
Glenbard South.” Kaczkowski promises,
“We're in an extremely tough con-

ference.”
So for a team that is so psyched up for

the coming season, there seems to be little
doubt that they will be successful.

Dean Burgeson sprints his way through
two opponents in the 1000 meter run.

(photo by Lisewski)

started at an early age

ting with the Orioles in the majors Fair-
banks worked his way up the ladder by go-
ing on to pony leagues for a three year stint
with the Giants. It was with the Giants that
Fairbanks started to develop some of his
superior hitting talents.

In his early prep days as a Wildcat, Fair-
banks stated, “I didn’t start,” although he
rode the pines his freshman year he quick-
ly made a change of that and fought his
way into the starting lineup his sophomore
year. Last year he made varsity, and with
him at shortstop and Tom Nogaj at second,
the duo started to develop a successful
keystone. Besides his chores at short Fair-
banks also makes an occasional relief ap-
pearance.

For this year Fairbanks stated the team
should “do better than last year.” Other
than his stellar performances at short
which Bob commented that the double
play combo “is turning out real good” he
said with desire “I hope I get to start (pit-
cher) a few games this year” and if his
main pitch the curveball doesn’t fail him
Fairbanks could become the Wildcat hill
ace. His bat usually speaks for itself in the
games and Fairbanks quipped that he
wanted to hit “at least .350” as a goal but
he then added ‘I want to hit.”

Over the summer Fairbanks will pro-

bably partake in the Post No. 300 .

American Legion team. Fairbanks is a
firm believer that summer baseball is a
key building block to baseball success. He
feels that the high school programs are
best because you are exposed to other
teams in the conference that way.

In the future he hopes to continue play-
ing ball at College of DuPage and then go
to Southern Illinois and hopefully play
there. His major is going to be Engineer-
ing technology. But he also hinted that if
the occasion arises he will play pro ball.
Maybe with the Cubs or White Sox which
are Bob’s favorite teams and along with
me and others, Fairbanks “longs for
another subway series, just like in 1906.”

“Baseball has been very good to me”
and ‘I really enjoyed playing high school
baseball” summed up Fairbanks who look-
ed back on his years of high school ball and
remembers the greats like Mike “Kong”
Klingberg and Chuck Dastych and Tony
Malia’s no hitter. But Bob also added, “I
felt I've learned something from the
coaches” and in a certain way the coaches
have probably learned something from
Bob. That something is how to be a winner
even if one loses.

We-Go
Scoreboard

Boy’s Baseball

We-Go(H) 21 St.Francis 13-1
Girls’ Softball

We-Go(A) 14 York 1

We-Go(A)* 10 Glenbard North 2
Boy’s Tennis -

We-Go(H) 4 Geneva
We-Go(A) 2 St. Charles

Boy’s Track

We-Go(A)* 47 Naperville Central

Glenbard South 1
Girl’s Track

We-Go(H)* Naperville Central

Glenbard South

(H)Home games

(A)Away games

*Conference games

George looks for
winning season

by Dan Rinn

“There are a lot of new people and this
shall be a rebuilding year for us,”’ Miss
George commented about her girls softball
team. She then added, “Even though we
are rebuilding I still expect them to do
very well in conference. This year’s team
is very coachable and I feel they’ll pick
things up quickly.”

Last year the team had a 4-10 record in
conference. Miss George feels that they
weren’t quite quick enough and they also
didn’t have a winning enough attitude.
When asked about this year’s team she
feels that they have a lot of speed, that last
year’s team didn’t have, and she is going
to keep this year’s team playing to win.
She also added, “I'm tired of mediocrity,
and I feel this team will do better than
that. Our conference is fairly balanced,
where there isn’t one team winning the
conference year after year, and I feel this
year’s team should have a very good show-
ing in our conference.”

There are five girls returning from last
year’s varsity team and they are seniors,
Pam Flens, and Mary Hattula: junior
Laurie Murphy; and sophomores Candy
Clausen, and Karen Fadke. Miss George is
counting on their help to teach the new
girls, along with the help of the returning
junior varsity members Colleen
McDonald, Theresa Guerro, Maria
Zukouski, and Holly Gatehouse. Two more
players which shall add a lot of experience
to the team are Mila Matijasevich and
Jean Radevich, who are transfer students
from other schools.

A major change coming for the team
next year shall be the forming another
team if enough girls go out for softball.
This means instead of only having a varsi-
ty and a junior varsity team, they will also
have a freshman team. Miss George didn’t
really want to have any sort of cuts at the
beginning of the year for fear it would
discourage some girls from coming out for
the team next year. However, because of
the amount of girls that did go out for the
team, Miss George felt she had to hold
some sort of cut because there were too
many girls for only two coaches to handle.

Miss George was skeptical about
whether their season would start on time
because of the weather, However, they did
get their first game in against York. Even
through the cold and hail, the girls opened
their season with a win, defeating York 14-
10. But Miss George and her softball team
haven’t been so lucky, having two weeks of
their schedule postponed. The girls-have
played one other game against Glenbard
North in which they lost 10-20. Even with
the two weeks of cancelled conference
games, the games shall be made up on
open days.
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