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Sports

‘““Equal or improve last year’s record’’

Howard hunts for experience

by Tom Nelson -

Spring is here.

The robins have come back, the river
has thawed, and Harry Carey is back in
Sarasota. Yes, if you haven’t guessed it,
baseball is back, even though many
thought it had died over the winter.

Just as millions are warming up for spr-
ing baseball, We-go high is no different, as
the West Chicago nine are already into spr-
ing workouts. Under the leadership of skip-
per Dick Howard the We-go hitmen are go-
ing through the running, stretching, throw-
ing, and batting practice that prompted
Greg Hansen, the Harry Chappas of We-
go, to comment, “We’ll do good, and be one
of the best conditioned teams in the
league.” So much for the Marines.

On the technical side of the game Coach
Howard felt that the team was further
along right now (March 15, 1979) then it
was at this time last year and that is good,

~ but he came back with, that if eight or so of
the preseason games were rained or snow-
ed out the team would be at more of a
disadvantage then last year and that
would be bad considering that last year’s
record was a disheartening 7-14 in DVC
conference play.

But spirits are high in camp as they
usually are this time of year. But the year

looks to be, as journeyman shortstop Bob
Fairbanks puts it, ““a rebuilding season for
next year”. Indeed it will be, after the loss
of two of the greatest hurlers in We-go
history left in the forms of Mike “Big
Train” Klingberg, and Tony ‘“Ragu”
Malia. The We-go bullpen is crying for help
probably will rely on the arm of Mike
Wheeland, this years captain, and junior
hopefull John “Moon”’ Andrews, with Fair-
banks in relief. After pitching, which
Howard felt was 90% of the game, came
the all important positions of shortstop,
centerfield, catching, and first base. Of
these positions Coach Howard really felt
confident that he had two out of the five
covered, and that would be Brett “Meal
ticket’”” Beckwith and again the
journeyman Fairbanks at center field and
shortstop respectively.

Looking ahead into the season Coach
Howard felt that this year’s squad should
be able “to equal or improve last years
record”’. Some of the main reasons behind
such a lowly outlook lies in these words by
Howard, “Inexperienced club and no
tradition of winning (in baseball).” But
with an excited and motivated team such
as this years, hopefully the team will start
to come up with the big plays and execute

the routine ones to develop the long lost art
of winning in the spring for We-go. One of
the main points the Wizard of Wood Street,
Howard, wants to get across is the fact
that it is “‘extremely important that a per-
son thinks” and “the ability to think pro-
perly when the occasion arises.” Howard
also stated that ‘“‘the baseball mentality is
ahead of last years team”.

Physically the team is about as good as
last year’s except for the pitching, but
Howard feels the defense, especially the
keystone combo of Fairbanks and Tom
Nogaj at second, should give them the
edge in the infield. The hitting is a bit poor
also considering no. 300 plus hitters are
coming back from the varsity and there
are only four or five seniors on the squad
this year. Again Wheeland, Fairbanks,
and Beckwith should be the extent of the
We-go lumber company, unless one of the
juniors is a suprise phenom this year also.

In the conference Howard favors
Wheaton Central and Naperville North
plus some strong competition from
Wheaton North. Not to short change the
Cats, Howard commented that the team is
“a diamond that you can shine up” and
with the right cutting, We-go could have a
real gem on their hands.

Cats sprint to fourth in conference meet

by Jeff Lisewski

The Wildcat’s Indoor Track and Field
team finished out their season with the
Conference Track Meet held in our new
fieldhouse on March 14 and 15.

The Cat’s weren't expected to do ex-
tremely well, but were hoping to improve
over last year’s dismal eighth place per-
formance. With a balanced attack, We-Go
placed in 10 out of 18 events, and captured
fourth place.

Naperville North went into the meet
heavily favored, and racked up 75 points
for the top spot. Glenbard South followed
with 61 1/2 points, Wheaton North with 42,
and We-Go edging Wheaton Warrenville 29
1/3. Finishing out the standings were
Napervile Central with 25, Glenbard
North with 15, and Wheaton Central with 9
1/3.

We-Go had only two top finishing events
out of their 10 entrees. The 1000 meter run,
with a time of 2:42.9 set by senior Dean
Burgeson, and the grueling 12 lap relay by
the team of Dan Risch, Joe Ivanecky, Scott

For the student
who wants to excel
in social studies.

On prom nighf. a tuxedo from Gingiss
Formalwear could mean the difference
between passing and failing.

gingiss formalwear

1100 Roosevelt Rd. Glen Ellyn
495-1555

10% STUDENT DISCOUNT.
Present your high school ID to the manager
of the Gingiss Formalwear Center hearest you
‘and receive your special rate.

Karl Huff strides through the pack in 1500
meterrun. (Photo by Lisewski)

’79 season bodes well for 80

by Jeff Lisewski

Our Wildcat sharp shooters passed, re-
bounded, and slam-dunked their way to an
86 conference record. Their record, and
the fact that our Cats constantly played as
underdogs all the way into the regional
finals, may get the ball bouncing our way,
and help inflate their chances for future
seasons. :

“The reason for our success is probably
because of the way we played as a team,
and the way we got along together,” ex-
plained junior forward, Chris Rowland.
True, playing as a team is a big part of a
successful team, yet because our Cats
didn’t go all the way, there had to be
something missing. Six foot one inch
senior guard George Grauer responded,
“I think that in order for us to have gotten

past Batavia nothing else was needed, but

in order for us to have gone down state, our
team needed a little more height.”

Other people felt officiating was a major
obstacle in our Cats quest for the state
championship. Five foot ten inch guard
Dave Turnquist had this to say, ‘“Through
the season there were bad calls against us,
but there were bad calls against them. The
worst calls went against us in the last six
minutes of the last game.”

Coach Paul Netzel agreed that of-

Mueller, and Dean Burgeson. Other claws
of the Running Cats were, Scott Mueller
with a fifth place leap of 5 foot 6 inches in
the high jump, Dean Burgeson took third
in the 800 meter run with a time of 2:04.1.
The combined striking power of Brett
Beckwith, Ron Voelz, Bob Fairbanks, and
Tim Blum helped the Cats obtain a second
place time of 1:02.5. Juniors Scott Mueller,
and Dan Risch ran the 400-meter dash they
placed third and fourth with times of 55
seconds flat and 55.7 respectively.

Junior, Karl Huff, placed fourth in the
mile run with a time of 4:22.7, Senior Ron
Voelz received third in the 300 meter dash
with a 39.9 sprint.

This year’s team was made up of many
seniors, for this reason many people feel
the Cats may not be a plausible conference
contender. Coach Tom Kaczkowski
disagrees, “We have a lot of experience
going into next season which will be pro-
vided by our juniors, I think we will,
definately be more of a winning team.”

ficiating was poor, but explained that
other than officiating, it was ‘“‘one of the
most problem free seasons’’ he has ever
had. .

Some fans feel that our chances in the
future may be slim because of the loss of
such senior experience as Dave Turnquist,
Don Stockton, George Grauer, and Pat An-
drews. Coach Netzel feels differently,
“I’m looking for our teams season to be
better than this season. Larry Miller and
Chris Rowland have improved tremen-
dously. I’'m also anxious to see the other
players like, Dave Kennedy, Steve Binder,
and George Mitchell. I also feel because
Larry and Steve have been chosen cap-
tains they will serve well as leaders.”

Six foot three inch junior forward Larry
Miller has this philosophy about the teams
future potential, “Looking at the other
teams in-our conference and their person-
nel, we definitely have the experienced
team, because they used so many seniors.
We’ll have a fast team, a tall team, and a
team with a winning attitude.”

The team definitely had something or

they wouldn’t have gone further than any -

of our teams in the past 18 years. “The
defensive part was most improved along
with our consistancy,” pointed out Coach
Netzel.

We-Go
Scoreboard

INDOOR TRACK

We-Go(A) 99 LakePark 82

We-Go (H)* 44 Naperville 100
West Chicago (H)* 62
Naperville Central 50
Wheaton Warrenville 42
Glenbard North 36

Conference Meet at West Chicago

Naperville North 75
Glenbard South 611/2
Wheaton North 42
We-Go 305/6
Wheaton Warr. 291/3
Naperville Central 2%
Glenbard North 15
Wheaton Central 91/3

GIRL’S BASKETBALL
We-Go(A)* 41 Glenbard South
We-Go (A)# 58 Wheaton Warrenville

BOY'S BASKETBALL
We-Go (H)* 78 Wheaton North
We-Go(A)# 66 WestAurora
We-Go (A)# 60 Batavia

(H) Home

(A) Away

* Conference Games

l# Regional Competition

Girl cagers hope
for improvement

by Mila Matijasevich

288 &3

The girl’s varsity basketball team finish-
ed their season March 12 by losing to
Wheaton-Warrenville in the first round of
regional play.

At the beginning of the year Miss
Singleton’s outlook on the season was very
skeptical. She figured that it would be a re-
building year. “With just two seniors on
the team and little varsity playing ex-
perience. It's pretty unlikely that we’d
have a good year.” SEEEN

A re-building year it was for the
Wildcat’s. The team finished with a dismal
3-11 conference record. ‘‘Everything I ex-
pected and asked from the girl’s they gave
to me. The games I asked them to win,
they won.”

The first game of regionals the girls
were put up against the winner of the
Wheaton Central District, tough Wheaton-
Warrenville.

In the last two meetings between the
Wildcats and the Wolverines, Wheaton-
Warrenville showed good poise and control
in handing West Chicago two defeats with
aspread of 30 points. ' i

“The girl’s are more psyched for this
game then I've seen them all year,”
replied Miss Singleton earlier in the day of
the game. Putting the two previous loses
behind them, the girl’s went into this game
smelling an upset.

After Wheaton-Warrenville ran off a str-
ing of 8 pts. early in the game, the Wildcats
then decided to have a show of their own
and caught up to within 2 pts. The poised

“Wolverines again took over and built their
lead to 11 at the half.

West Chicago knew that they had to
match what ever the Wolverines did in the
second half. Right from the second half tip
the girl’s came out scoring two right away,
but could get no closer. The three tallest
and toughest girl’s for the Wildcats,
Denise Pecina, Theresa Stuart, and Cindy
Bahlmann, fouled out with just a few
minutes left and the Wildcats saw the
heighth and strength under' the boards
leave the game. But the girl’s fought and
kept the game close all the way to the end,
losing by seven, 65-58. “The girl’s put on
one of their best performances all year and
I'm proud of them. The only thing that I
really asked of them this game was that
they give me 32 complete minutes of
basketball and that they don’t let

themselves get walked all over.” A 38
point performance by Mila Matijasevich
wasn’t enough to put the Wildcats on top.”
I would of been just as satisfied to score 4
pts. if we would of only won the game,”
- commented Mila after the game.
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