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“It’s a job someone’s got to do’’

Every coach needs a Ruben

by Tom Nelson

Someone once said, “Behind every man
there is a woman.” The same holds true
for the West Chicago sports scene.

Behind every team there is a manager,
and when it comes to managers, Ruben
Alcazar is one of the best.

Ruben, a modest one, stated simply,
“jt’s a job someone’s got to do,” and what
ajobitis.

What Ruben termed as ‘preventative
maintenance,”consumes much of his time.
This usually includes things like checking
on certain equipment and making sure it’s
in working order.

Besides the so called “preventative
maintenance,” Ruben’s tasks include set-
ting up for games, both basketball and
football, sweep the basketball courts at
half time, get towels, water, make sure the
first aid kit is full of supplies, get the clock
and nameboard ready, and make sure of-
ficials have a place to change. Just to
name a few things.

Included on this list would be the hours
he spends at practice, and other odd jebs
he does for the coaches.

Rube started his high school managing
career as an unfortunate, but in some
ways fortunate accident. During his
freshman year, Ruben got hurt playing
football. But his injury turned out to be a
big help to the coaches. Being injured
those two weeks, Ruben started helping
the coaches and every since then it’s been
manager Ruben instead of tackle Ruben.

Over the years, Ruben has seen many

fine working teams, but he feels that this
year “‘the teams are better in both fields,
football and basketball.” Ruben has high
acclaim for the coaches too, and remark-
ed, “They know what they are doing” and
are ‘“‘always willing to help me out as
much asI help them out.”

The coaches also feel highly about
Ruben too. Coach Paul Netzel stated,
“He's to the coaches what Radar is to
M*A*S*H.” He added, ‘“every coach
should have one.” If that’s not enough,

Ruben Alcazar with his
trusty floor sweep.
(photo by Murphy)

Sylvester Villela, his assistant, com-
mented on Rube by saying, “he’s a good
worker and he’s taught me everything
about basketball managing.”

Right now Ruben has no plans for the
future or college. But he hinted about a
secret desire to work for the Dallas
Cowboys.

Coach Larry Parker gave Ruben one of
the greatest tributes ever, “He’s like a
computer everything program, just push
the button and he takes care of it.”

Grapplers to face conference foes

by Jeff Lisewski

The Varsity Conference Wrestling meet
will be held at Wheaton Warrenville High
School on February 2-3. The Wildcats will
be entering with three wins and eight
losses. ;

When coach Hein was asked who he
expected to do well in this meet he
replied, “Wheaton North and Glenbard
North are very tough.” He feels that We-
Go as a team is lacking in a few areas,
but that there are individuals who he
expects to do well. G

These wrestlers are Mike Urban, who
has 18 wins and 0 losses at 98 pounds. Mike
has also won the Hinsdale Central Tourna-
ment, where 16 schools participated.
Coach Hein stated, “Mike would have to be
one of the heavy favorites in the upcoming
meet.” After Mike Urban, coach Hein will
be looking to 167 pound senior Jeff
Smothers, who choach Hein feels should

work on wrestling constantly. Hein will
also be lpoking for good things from Dave
Blasen/’

Before any meet Hein stresses the im-
portance of going after the takedown. Hein
remarked, “It is critical, psychologically
as well as from the standpoint of stamina,
because if you can get the takedown you’ve
already established superiority over your
opponent. Not to mention that your oppo-
nent will be down by two points.”

Coach Hein also stated that in order for
us to do well, we must move well on the
mat, and keep the score close so we can
capitalize on any mistakes.

The only time he would change his
strategy is if he knows the way the other
wrestler wrestles.

“I've only been here a short while. I real-
ly don’t know other teams that well yet,
but it’s not as important as it is in other
sports to know what your opponent does,

Coach Hein uses Jim Stephens to demonstrate moves to the other wrestlers.
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because you do your own thing. You wres-
tle your style and make him adapt to that
style.”

“Overall I don’t feel the team will do
that well. I feel that our team is at least a
year or two away from going into a meet,
and doing extremely well,” stated Hein.

Coach Dale Pierre of Wheaton North,
said, “I will be relying on my returning
varsity members.” Mike Howard, who
took first place in the meet last year, at
132 pounds, Dave Richardson, who also
placed first at 138 pounds, Johnny
Duncan and Nick Rajnic took seconds at
112 and 119 pounds, and Howie Laycock
placing third at 185 pounds are his
returning team.

Coach Pierre feels that they will
definitely be in the top three near Wheaton
Central, Glenbard North, and Naperville
Central. Right now Wheaton North, the
defending champions, are rated number
two behind Glenbard North in the con-
ference.

We-Go
Scoreboard

Boys’ Basketball

We-Go(H)* 49 Wheaton Warr. 40
We-Go(H) 50 Fenger 48
We-Go(H) 64 St.Francis 65
We-Go(A) 61 Cham. Cent. 48
We-Go(A) 57 Marion 73
We-Go(A)* 46 Nap. North 53
We-Go(A) 52 Geneva 45
; Wrestling
We-Go(A)* 24 Wheaton Warr. 23
WeGo(A) 39 East Aurora 18
We-Go(A) 17 Oswego 28
We-Go(H)* 15 Nap. North 40
We-Go(A) 25 West Aurora 36
Girls’ Basketball
We-Go(H) 49 Oswego 39
We-Go(A) 31 Bolingbrook 47
We-Go(H) 470t Sycamore 44
We-Go(H) 48 Fenton 38
WeGo(H) 26 York . - 44
We-Go(H)* 54 N;;{ North 57
We-Go(H)* 65~ Glenbard North 54
" Boys’ Gymnastics

We-Go(H) 83.9 West Leyden 107.1
We-Go(A) 68.7 Schaumburg « 103

DeKalb 96.8

69.9 Wheaton North 117.7

We-Go(A)*
; Wheaton Central 85.5

73.5 Glenbard North' 111.5
81.4 Hinsdale South 128.7

We-Go(H)*
We-Go(A)

(H) Home

(A) Away

* Conference Games
OT Overtime

Skiing’s
flying high

by Judy Progo

Skiing is a sport that is catching on fast.
“The skiing trips really have been
popular,” pointed out Mr. Arnold.

This year the Park District through Mr.
Arnold, is sponsoring six ski trips. There ¢
are three types of trips. The evening week
day trips, after school, leaving at 3:40 p.m.
and returning at 12:15 p.m., Saturday trips
(which are not over night), and the three-
day-weekend trip to Colorado.

The evening trips are to Alpine Valley
and Wilmont. The Saturday trips are to
Chestnut Mountain and Devil’s Head.

Transportation is on coach buses.

The ticket for the evening trips includes:
transportation, lesson, lifting and rental,
which is approximately $17.50 having to
rent equipment, and $13.50 if you have
your own.

The 1979 ski schedule is as follows:
January 23 — evening — Alpine Valley
January 30 — evening — Alpine Valley
February 6 — evening — Wilmont
February 10-12 weekend — Colorado
February 17 — Saturday — Chestnut
Mountain
March 3 — Saturday — Devil’s Head

Rhyme Jhymes

by Dee Rouse

BRIDGE staff members

Karen'’s New Jersey city

2) B
Cheap metal Dan

3 TN L AR e A AT R
Very warm DeDera

Dee’s rodents

Every answer is a rhyming pair of
words (like Fat Cat or Double
Trouble) and they will fit in the
letter spaces.

Answers
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