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Student Council-
-problems helpmg

Student council. The name conjures up thoughts of
twenty or thirty 'A' students trying to decide whether
to paint the garbage cans blue or yellow. Why is this
so? To what may we attribute the seeming lack of action
on the part of the council? What can we do to remedy
this not-often-recognized problem?

The biggest problem is lack of interest, both on the
part of students and the representatives. How can the
council solve student problems when they don't know what
they are? But let's not blame this on students them-
selves. The representatives are often to blame. Many
don't bother to show up at meetings, so the ones that do
are forced to do more work, possibly too much. .« Our
student council also faces the usual problems of admin-
istrative censorship, although here not much is en-
countered.

What can we do? Open up communications! I have seen
only one student council representative report in class
since the end of November. Why? How can the student
council hope to work when its representatives do noth-
ing? And students should not be afraid to talk about
problems and suggestions with student council representa-
tlves, either in class or durlng passing period.

I'11 admit the school is not perfect, but with some
true interest and work on the part of students and stu-
dent council, we can make this school one to be proud of.

Inthe sl OEINE

World's Richest Nation Death Stijl

Licenses are ruining us.

Remains The Doctor For The Poor

In order for man to survive, it is necessary for him
to have food, clothing, and shelter. Proper medical
care can also be added to this list of necessities. Very
often, however, people are deprived of proper medical
care because they cannot afford it.

It seems ironic that a nation as rich as ours does not
put more value on providing adequate health care for its
citizens. Today, all too often, death remains the
doctor for the poor.

Why does the United States remain the only industri-
alized nation that fails to provide a national health
care program for its citizens? Part of the reason is
because the doctors' lobby, the American Medical
Association (AMA), has vigorously opposed any and all
attempts to develop .a workable national health care
program.

Thus we have the paradox of the richest nation in the
history of mankind lagging far behind the rest of the
world in providing for this fundamental need. It makes
one wonder about our values and our sense of priorities.

As John Kennedy said, "If a free society cannot
help the many who are poor, it cannot save the few
who are rich."

‘ing the licenses.

We need licenses to buy and
sell, to live and die, to
get married, to drive a car,
to hunt and fish, and to own
a dog.

We could easily do without
these licenses. They don't
produce that much income and
that could be made up par-
tially by the reduction of
persons involved in licens-
ing and the cost of produc-
The re-
mainder could be made up by
a slight rise in taxes which
most people wouldn't mind if
licensing was eliminated.

There are some important
licenses though. The driv-
er's license is most impor-
tant for safety reasons.
However I think most 1i-
censes are not needed and
that's why I'm against them.



LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Recently when a friend of mine asked her daughter the
amount of work involved in making a schedule change, her
daughter replied "It's no work, my counselor draws a
line through the course I don't want and writes in a new
one."

I would like to tell you just what happens after your
counselor agrees to make the changes you request. To
help you understand, you should know there are six cop-
ies of each schedule and three Rolla Deks with schedule
cards located in Guidance, Student Office, Nurse's Of-
fice and Learning Center.

First he writes up an entirely new schedule, making
the necessary changes.- He notifies the teachers whose
classes you dropped and whose classes you haye added. He
also changes his office copy. y

Next he gives the new schedule to me and I change my
two copies. If there are many changes I may have to re-
type an entirely new schedule and for my Rolla Dek.

It is then sent to Data Processing where they punch
schedule cards for every credit class, verify the work
done, punch attendence cards for year and semester
courses, and put it thru the computer for a print-out of
the new schedule.

Again it comes back to Guidance with the print-out
to be checked by Mr. Peterson for any possible errors.
It is then sent to the Student Office so their two copies
and Rolla Dek can be changed.

From the Student Office it will go to the Learning
Center so their Rolla Dek can  be kept up-to-date. They
return it to Guidance to be filed for future reference.

Multiply one schedule change by many hundreds and
you will see why "drawing a line through the course you
don't want" can be one big headache.

Agnes Keeley
Guidance Secretary

18year olds right to vote

The Twenty-sixth Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitu-

to a certain degree to the

tion, adopted June 30, 1971,
gave 18-year-olds the right
to vote. The turnout of
those new voters at that
first presidential election
year was disappointing, to
say the least.

Since then we have had the
scandals of Watergate, the
forced resignation of a
president and a vice-presi-
dent in disgrace, and the
revelation of the abuses of
the F.B.I. and the C.I.A.

A1l of this can be traced

apathy of American citizens. .

If we do not want future
Watergates,it is our respon-
sibility to pay more atten—
tion to the processes of our
government. This begins with
voting for good leaders.

This has particular appli-
cation to seniors at WCCHS
who have just turned 18 or
soon will do so. These sen-
iors will be eligible to
participate in the process
of government by voting for

the first time in local and
national elections.

The BRIDGE = February 13 Page 5

VOICE

Report cards at West
Chicago High are addressed
solely to. the parents or
guardians of each student.
Doesn't the report concern
the student at all? Most
students never know exactly
what they are getting until
that final report comes. If
parents choose not to share
the contents of the report,
the student may never know
their grades without asking
their teachers or counsel-
or. Students should have the
right to know before their
parents what kind of grades
they are getting.

There are several solu-
tions to this problem. Re-
ports can be addressed to
both parents and students.
Separate reports can be
mailed to each party (making
sure the student's copy ar-
rives first). The student
could receive a copy of the
report at school and a se- °
cond copy could be mailed to
the parents.

However small this problem
may seem, it concerns every
student attending the high
school and should be seri-
ously considered.

by Kathy Kennedy

There is no better way to
celebrate our nation's Bi-
centennial than by exer=
cising that privilege. How-
ever, first we must be reg-
istered. - An article in this
issue  gives the details on
registration. It is a very
simple process that can be
completed in minutes at your
local village or city hall,
or county office.

We can show our community
that we truly cherish our
heritage by taking advantage
of this opportunity.
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Moods And

"Moods and Movements,"
this year's dance-gymnast-
ics show, was held January
17 and 18, The annual show
is a product of Ms. Barbi
Henry's modern dance class
and Ms. Lorri Jordan's gym=
nastics class. It  takes
skill to enroll in these
classes; anyone interested
must try out first. The mem-
bers spend the entire first
semester working on and per-
fecting the show.

"Moods and Movements "
had a good turnout. There
was a variety of dances:
anything from ancient belly
dancing to prancing ficwers
and frogs. The gymnasts dem-
onstrated their skills on
the trampoline, uneven bars,
balance beam and through
floor exercise and vaulting.
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Movement

. Above-Jenny Jolls in a solo

dance. ;
Left-Sherrie Lennertz on the
unevens.

Pedro Cortez, Here from Chile

by Kathy Kennedy

Pedro Cortez, exchange

student  from Chile,
loves peanut butter
and jelly sandwhiches.

Ask Pedro Cortez what his
favorite subject is and
he'll reply without hesita-
tion, "Food." Besides ham-
burgers, potato chips, and
cookies made by his American
sister, he loves peanut but-
ter and jelly sandwiches.

Pedro arrived from Chile
Jan, 10 and is staying with
the Carl Wampole family in
Winfield.

Students in Pedro's school
eat fresh bakery bread be-
tween classes which is
bought outside the school.
A typical schoolday consists
of 8 classes of 45 minutes
each. Recesses of 10, 15 and
25 minutes help students
relax until 2:45, when their
day ends and they return
home for lunch. Pastry is
served during tea which fol-
lows lunch at about 5:00.

Dinner finishes the evening
at about 9 p.m.

"Classes tire me more in
Chile than here," says
Pedro. Unlike U.S. schools,
the teachers move from class
to class instead of the
students. Students are re-
sponsible for 12 classes per
week, changing schedules
each day (as in most Europe-
an countries).

Pedro, who plays guitar
very well, 1likes Emerson,
Lake and Palmer, Joan Baez,
and folk music from the
north of Chile.

Pedro's love of food is
beginning to show it's bad
sides, though, Most of his
shirts no longer fit, partic-
ularly in the region of the
stomach.



Beware of black cats and
don't walk under any lad-
ders! Knock on wood and

cross your fingers because

today is Friday the 13th.

There are several theories

explain how the supersti-
tion of Friday the 13th be-
gan, One theory explaining
its ' origin is that there
‘were 13 people at the Last
Supper, and Christ was cru-
cified on the following day,
Friday. Another theory that
ancient man believed was
that every Friday twelve
witches and the devil met.
Others believe that Friday
brings bad luck because the
great flood began on that
day, and Eve tempted Adam
with  the forbidden apple on
that day.

Thirteen is thought to be
an unlucky number because
primitive man could only

Band Features U.S.

by Tim McAdams

The Concert band gave
it's winter concert last
Tuesday evening, in the
auditoriums. This was the
band's first event of this
years The program empha-
sized the contribution of
our country. The Music De-
partment activities this
year will be along this
basic theme. £

The "Battle of Trenton"
was described in a 16-minute
piece by James Hewitt; The
"American Heritage Festival"
by Jay Chattoway features
hymns and dance tunes from
early American frontier com-
munities of the early
1800's. "The Battle Hymn of
the Republic," in an ar-
rangement by James Ploybar,
became popular during the
Civil War.e John Phillip
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- Beware of Black Cats. ..

‘count to twelve (ten fingers
and two feet). Thirteen was
the beginning of the unknown
and as a result it was to be
feared. Today many office
buildings and hotels don't
have a thriteenth floor.

Another superstition is
that if a black cat walks in
front of your path, it will
bring you bad luck. This be-
lief began in the Middle
Ages when people thought
witches could transform them-
selves into black cats, and
if one crossed your path, it
meant bad luck.

The fear of walking under
ladders began in the ancient
pre-Christian times. A lad-
der leaning against a wall
formed a +triangle, which
symbolized the Holy Trinity.
If a person went through the
triangle it would be a "de-
fiance of sacred power and
intrusion into santified

Composers

Sousa's "George Washington
Bicentennial March," written
in the 1920's, celebrates
the 200th ' birthday of our
first President,

A medley of John Denver's
hit song reflects a modern
adaptation of American folk
music, specifically of the

" country and Western type.

Ragtime was brought out in
the music from the "Sting,"
by Scott Joplin. Many fa=
mous Broadway tunes were
found in Warren Barker's ar=
rangement of "Broadway Show-
stoppers' Overture."

Closing the concert, the
band saluted Walt Disney. A -
medley of famous Disney
songs,. arranged by James
Christensen captured the
charm of the "Magic Kingdom"
in the "Walt Disney Over-
ture." :

space," resulting in bad
luck for that person.

Knocking on wood is sup=-
posed to bring good luck.
Primitive man believed that
gods lived in trees. If they
wanted to ask the gods a fa-
vor they had. to get their
attention by knocking on the
tree. Another theory is that
when people lived in wooden
huts they knocked loudly on
their huts to prevent the
evil spirits from eavesdrop-
ping on them when they were
talking.

The superstition of cros-
sing your fingers originated
at the time of Christ's
crucifixion. People began to
make a cross with their fin-
gers to ward off bad luck.

Even though these super-
stitions seem funny to peo-
ple today, it is surprising
how many people take them
seriously!

Review

by Dick Waterhouse

- Begining in Holland in
1940, "The Hiding Place" is
the true story of Miss
Corrie ten Boom and her
family trying to survive
Hilter's persecution in
W.W. II. After their under-

‘ground escape route for Jews

was - discovered, the Ten
Booms were captured, sepa=-
rated, and sent to concen-
tration camps in Nazi Ger=
many. . Miss Ten Boom is sub-
jected to endless punish=-
ments but overcomes them
with her unfaltering faith
in God.

"The 'Hiding Place" is a

‘movie well worth seeing and

has something that every-
one can sympathize withe. The
actors are excellent and
depict each emotion perfect-

1y.
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