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Celebrate Library Card
Sign-up Month in September
A library card opens a world of possibilities and gives
students the tools to succeed in school and beyond!
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News

Library Director
Benjamin R. Weseloh

I

t’s hard to believe that summer break is coming to an end
and the school year is fast approaching. With the start of
school comes the celebration of Library Card Sign-up
Month. September is the month when all residents are
encouraged to sign up for a library card, if you don’t have one
already. A library card provides its owner with a literal wealth
of information and resources. These resources can help
support school curriculum and learning, hobbies and crafts,
or pleasure reading. If you don’t already have a library card, I
encourage you to come to the library and get one.
The Library Board approved the replacement of its Heating,
Ventilation, and Air Conditioning (HVAC) control system
and several Variable Air Volume (VAV) boxes during the
summer. These repairs were necessary to provide improved
temperature control throughout the library and humidity
protection for the library’s materials. The benefit to our
visitors is a more comfortable environment.

Explore infinity
and beyond at the
West Chicago
Public Library!

The Washington Street renovation project may provide a
challenge to reaching the library. Please be cautious and
alert as you enter or exit the library and be especially mindful
of pedestrians and bicyclists. Thank you for your patience
and understanding while the City makes necessary road
improvements in front of the library.
Finally, if you haven’t been to the library in a while, new
copiers have been installed and you can now pay for printing
and copying services with a credit or debit card. Another
new feature of the copiers is domestic faxing. Scanning
documents is still available and continues to be free.
Many improvements are being made to make the library the
place you want to be. We look forward to seeing you soon.

B enjamin

From the Cover
September is Library Card Sign-up Month!

Toy Story 4 characters Woody, Buzz Lightyear, Bo Peep and friends
are joining libraries nationwide on an adventure to promote the
importance of a library card. A library card opens a world of infinite
possibilities and gives students—and lifelong learners—the tools to
succeed in school and beyond. Get yours today!

Food for Fines
Fri, Nov 1–Wed, Nov 27

Pay down your fines and help others at the same time! Each
non-perishable canned or boxed food item brought in will forgive
$1 in overdue fines, up to a maximum of $10. All food collected will
be donated to the Crossroads Restoration Center in West Chicago.
You can still donate even if you don’t have fines to pay!
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Adults
English Conversation Group

Tuesdays, Beginning Sep 3–Nov 26
10am–12pm
Practice your English pronunciation
and conversation skills guided by a
volunteer from Literacy DuPage. Learn
new words, make friends, play games,
and have fun!

Coffee Adventure
at Kindred Coffee Roasters

Thu, Sep 12 • 6:30–7:30pm
Program held at Kindred Coffee Roasters
Explore the world of specialty coffee
with local experts. We’ll discuss
topics such as coffee roasting and
preparation, all while tasting delicious,
hand-crafted beverages.

The Essential P.T. Barnum

Thu, Sep 19 • 7–8:30pm.
The life and times of famed showman
P.T. Barnum will be recounted by
historical presenter William Pack in an
entertaining and educational event.

Gettin’ Crafty

Decorative Fabric Flowerpots
Wed, Sep 25 • 7–8:30pm
Make your fall days a little brighter with
a colorfully decorated flowerpot!

Chess Club

Last Thursday of the month
Sep 26, Oct 31, Nov 21 • 6:30–8:30pm
Teens and adults
Whether you’re a chess master or just
starting out, come join us for some
board time and meet like-minded
enthusiasts. Chess sets are provided.

The History of UFOs in Illinois

Thu, Oct 3 • 7–8:30pm
Sam Maranto of the Illinois Mutual UFO
Network will give a presentation on
the history of UFO sightings in Illinois.
There will be pictures, video, and
retellings of firsthand accounts.

Gettin’ Crafty

Flowerpot Scarecrow
Wed, Oct 30 • 7–8:30pm
Add a bit of whimsy to your fall décor
by making a flowerpot scarecrow. It
won’t scare the birds away, but it will
bring a smile to your face!

Art in Chicago:
A History from the Fire to Now

Wed, Nov 6 • 7–8pm
Art historian Maggie Taft, co-editor of
the book Art in Chicago: A History From
The Fire To Now, will discuss Chicago’s
art history and the themes that make
Chicago’s art world unique.

Make-Ahead Pastries

Wed, Nov 13 • 7–8:30pm
Chef Cherise Slattery will reveal her
secrets for making scones, muffins,
sweet rolls, and pies—days and even
weeks ahead of time.

Technology Classes

Must have basic computer skills to take
the following classes unless otherwise noted

Computer Basics

Wed, Sep 4 • 7–8:30pm
We’ll cover opening/closing programs and documents,
saving documents, printing documents, and computer
vocabulary. No experience necessary.

Microsoft Word - Level 1

Microsoft Excel - Level 2

Wed, Oct 9 • 7–8pm
Go beyond the basics: formulas, tables, charts,
and graphs.

Downloadable Collections

Wed, Sep 11 • 7–8pm
Learn the basics: formatting text and documents, changing
fonts, cut/copy and paste, using Spell Check, MS Word
terminology and more!

Wed, Oct 16 • 7–8:30pm
Learn how to download library books, audiobooks,
magazines, or music to your computer, tablet, or
smartphone. Bring your own device or use one of the
library’s laptops.

Microsoft Word - Level 2

Managing Your Photos on the Computer

Microsoft Excel - Level 1

BYOD: Bring Your Own Device

Wed, Sep 18 • 7–8pm
Go beyond the basics: learn more advanced formatting
techniques, page setup, lists, sorting, and symbols.
Wed, Oct 2 • 7–8pm
Learn spreadsheet fundamentals: terminology, creating/
editing columns and rows, and formatting cells.
Registration required. Please visit wcpld.info,
call (630) 231-1552, or stop by to register.

Wed, Oct 23 • 7–8pm
Join us for tips and assistance on storing, importing,
labeling, and organizing your photos.
Wed, Nov 20 • 6:30–8:30pm
Drop in to practice your technology skills.
Bring your own device or use one of the library’s laptops.
Drop-in. Everyone is welcome to attend,
but supplies and space may be limited.
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Adults
Book Discussions
Copies of each book discussion
title are available at the Circulation
Desk.

Programs for
20–30 somethings

Between the Lines

2nd Monday of the month
7–8:30pm
Educated
by Tara Westover
September 9
The Library Book
by Susan Orlean
October 14
The Strange Case of Dr. Couney
by Dawn Raffel
November 11

Bagels and Biographies
Last Monday of the month
10–11am

The Good Neighbor:
The Life and Work of Fred Rogers
by Maxwell King
September 30
Into the Abyss
by Carol Shaben
October 28
The Worst Hard Time
by Timothy Egan
November 25

Films
with Friends
Fridays • 2–4:30pm

Grab a friend and join us at the library
for a relaxing afternoon. Theater-style
refreshments will be served.

Instant Family

(PG-13, 117 min.)
September 13

A Dog’s Way Home
(PG, 96 min.)
November 8

Backpacking at Blackwell Forest Preserve

Sat, Sep 7 • 10am–12pm
Program held at Blackwell Forest Preserve in Warrenville
Learn from a DuPage Forest Preserve ranger how to properly pack a backpack,
the clothes and shoes to wear, and basic map reading. Then grab your pack for a
ranger-led hike.

Wood Pallet Sign

Thu, Oct 10 • 7–8:30pm
Love that farmhouse, shabby chic
look? Make your own home décor to
keep on a counter, desk, or hang on the
wall. Use tools, paint, and decorating
accessories to create a piece of art.

Thu, Nov 14 • 6:30–8:30pm
We’ll provide the pizza, you bring the
friendly competition. Feel free to bring
one of your own games to share or play
one of ours.

Eventos en español
TVDLs Licencia Temporal de Manejo

Jueves, 21 de noviembre • 6:30–8:30pm
Revisaremos las Normas de Tránsito exactamente como
están en el manual de las Normas de Tránsito de Illinois.

Clases de Computación
Computación Básica

Jueves, 5 de septiembre • 6:30–8:30pm
Nosotros cubriremos iniciar/cerrar
programas y documentos, guardar
documentos, imprimir documentos,
y el vocabulario de la computadora.

Microsoft Word

Jueves, 26 de septiembre • 6:30–8:30pm
Aprendemos lo básico para cambiar
formatos, cortar/copiar y pegar,
chequear la ortografía, y mucho más.

Microsoft Excel

Jueves, 17 de octubre • 6:30–8:30pm
Aprenda las herramientas básicas de
Excel: la creación de hojas de cálculo,
añadir / borrar columnas y filas,
cálculos simples, y la terminología.
Debes tener conocimientos básicos de
computación para tomar esta clase.

Registration required. Please visit wcpld.info,
call (630) 231-1552, or stop by to register.
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Tabletas y teléfonos
para principiantes

Jueves, 24 de octubre 6:30–8:30pm
¿Tienes un aparato electrónico que
no está seguro cómo usarlo? Tráigalo
al taller para principiantes y te
ayudaremos con lo básico.

Facebook

Jueves, 7 de noviembre 6:30–8:30pm
Aprenda los conceptos básicos de
Facebook, la red de medios sociales
más popular del mundo.

Se requiere registro. Por favor visita
wcpld.info, llamanos (630) 231-1552,
o visitanos para registrarte.

Drop-in. Everyone is welcome to attend,
but supplies and space may be limited.

Young Adults

Grades 6–12 unless otherwise noted.

Gamer’s Haven

Mondays, Sep 9, 16, 30; Oct 7, 14, 21; Nov 4, 11, 18 • 4–6pm
Come and play with gamers of all kinds. Board or video
games—you pick! Snacks and friendly competition provided.

Young Adult Advisory Council Meeting

1st Tuesdays, Sep 3, Oct 1, Nov 5 • 7–8pm
Make a difference and join the YA Council: a group of teens
who help make the library a teen-friendly place. Applications
are available in Adult Services.

ANIMEniacs

Tue, Oct 1 • 6–7pm
Love Anime? Watch an episode or more with us at
ANIMEniacs!

Artists’ Alley

Tuesdays, Sep 3, Nov 5 • 6–7pm
Sketch, color, and write to your heart’s content at the YA
Artists’ Alley, right before the YA Council meeting. We’ll
provide the basics to help get you started, but feel free to
bring your own supplies if you prefer.

Blue Moon Café

Tue, Sep 17 • 6:30–8pm
Chill with us at the Blue Moon Café. Cozy up to some warm
drinks and feel free to work on the craft of the night: CD
Mandalas.

Super Smash Bros. Tournament

Tue, Oct 15 • 5–8pm
Many will enter; only one will be victorious! Show your
Wii-mote skills or cheer on others while enjoying friendly
competition and pizza. Prizes include GameStop gift
cards for 1st-, 2nd -, and 3rd - place winners. Sign-in for the
tournament bracket opens at 5pm.

Registration required. Please visit wcpld.info,
call (630) 231-1552, or stop by to register.

Gothic Masquerade Ball

Tue, Oct 22 • 6:30–8pm
Come dressed in your best gothic attire; we’ll decorate
masks and sugar skulls, enjoy witch’s brew and tell scary
stories to get in the mood for Halloween.

Coding Club

Grades 4-8
Wednesdays, Sep 11, 25, Oct 9, 23, Nov 6 • 4–5pm
Interested in computer games, web design,
animation, or robotics? Now’s your chance to
investigate, innovate, and collaborate! We’ll get you
started and then you can learn at your own pace.
Come for one session or all five!
Free Practice Exams with The Princeton Review

Grades 9–12
The Princeton Review will offer a free SAT and ACT test at
the library. Bring a pencil and calculator and reduce test
anxiety by taking a risk-free practice test before the actual
test day.

ACT Practice Exam

Sat, Oct 5 • 9:30am–1:30pm
Register using this link: https://tinyurl.com/y4vdxubw

SAT Practice Exam

Sat, Oct 12 • 9:30am–1:30pm
Register using this link: https://tinyurl.com/y6ye8zzo

Drop-in. Everyone is welcome to attend,
but supplies and space may be limited.
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Youth

Trunk or Treat

Sat, Oct 26 • 1–3pm
All ages
We’re pulling in the cars and opening
the trunks for a Halloween Trunk or
Treat! Join us in the Library’s parking
lot for a fun and safe trick-or-treating
experience. Once those bags are filled
with treats come inside the library
for more Halloween fun and light
refreshments! Held in conjunction with
the City of West Chicago’s Downtown
Trick or Treat.

Storytimes
In the Library

Stories Around Town

Stories to Grow On

Join us all around town for stories, songs, rhymes,
and more. Birth–5 years with an adult caregiver.

Mondays beginning Sep 9–Nov 25 • 10:30–11:15am
Birth–5 years with an adult caregiver
Let’s fall into reading! Come for stories, songs, and
crafts based on a changing weekly theme.

Wiggle Worms

Tuesdays beginning Sep 10–Nov 26 • 10–10:30am
No storytime October 29
Birth–5 years with an adult caregiver
Dance, wiggle, and sing along in this active music
and movement storytime!

Thursdays, Sep 12, Oct 10, Nov 14 • 10:30–11:15am

Stories in the Garden at Cantigny

Thursdays, Sep 19, Oct 17 • 10:30–11:30am
Passes for free parking are available in Youth
Services and must be picked up prior to the event.

Egg Yolk Café

NEW! Baby Buddies Playgroup

Thu, Oct 3 • 10:30–11am

Tuesdays beginning Sep 10–Nov 26
10:30am–12:30pm
No playgroup October 29
Birth–3 years with an adult caregiver
Meet new friends for play and fun. Coffee, tea and
toys provided. Come for Wiggle Worms and stay
for playtime!
Registration required. Please visit wcpld.info,
call (630) 231-1552, or stop by to register.
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Kindred Coffee Roasters
Wed, Nov 6 • 10:30–11am

Drop-in. Everyone is welcome to attend,
but supplies and space may be limited.

Please note: Caregivers of children under the age of 9 must
remain in the library while children are attending library programs.

School Age

Preschool

Families

NEW! Junior Coding Club

Go Nuts for Donuts!

Homeschool Lab

Coding Club

Not-So-Spooky
Halloween Bash

Spooky Spirit Hunt

Wednesdays, Sep 4, 18, Oct 2, 16
4–5pm • Grades K–3
We’re starting a coding club for
younger coders! Come learn the basics
of coding with computer programs
and apps like ScratchJr, codeSpark
Academy, and Blockly games!
Wednesdays, Sep 11, 25, Oct 9, 23, Nov 6
4–5pm • Grades 4–8
See page 5 for details.

STEM in the Castle

Sat, Sep 14 • 2–3:30pm
Ages 8–11
Learn about simple machines and
exercise your engineering skills in this
medieval-themed program. We’ll build
models of catapults and drawbridges
and learn fun facts about castles.

Lego® Club

Sundays, Sep 22, Oct 20, Nov 17
2–4pm • Ages 5–11
Build awesome creations with our
collection of Legos! We provide the
bricks, you bring your imagination!
Creations cannot be taken home.

Special Halloween
Crafternoon & Movie

Mon, Oct 14 • 2–3:30pm
Ages 6–11
Watch Hotel Transylvania (PG, 91 min.)
as you decorate your own trick-or-treat
bag or make a lighted jack-o-lantern
from a jar. While supplies last.

Gathering for Games

Fri, Nov 29 • 2–4pm
Ages 5–11
Looking for something to do after
Thanksgiving? Bring your family or
meet up with friends for some
gaming fun. Games and snacks
provided.

Sat, Sep 28 • 10:30–11:15am
Ages 3–6 with an adult caregiver
Start your weekend with a real treat!
Enjoy sweet stories, delicious donuts,
and a dough-nutty craft.

Tue, Oct 29 • 10–11am or 12–1pm
Birth–6 years with an adult caregiver
Bring your little ones in costume for
a monstrously good time! Ghouls
and goblins will enjoy not-so-spooky
stories, spooktacular activities, and a
parade in the Library with treats.

Tuesdays, Sep 3, Oct 1, Nov 5
1–2:30pm • All ages
Calling all homeschool scientists for an
afternoon of exploration and discovery!
Join us for some science experiments
and a whole lot of fun!

Oct 28–Nov 1
All ages
Come ghost hunting in the library. Enjoy
a look-and-find Halloween activity in
the Youth Services department. Bonus
research challenges available for
especially earnest investigators!

Please choose only one session to attend.

Fri, Nov 1 • 5–7:30pm Viernes, 1 de noviembre
All ages
Celebrate Day of the Dead with
the Library and West Chicago
City Museum! Please join us for
a memorable Día de los Muertos
for families of all cultures. As part of
the festivities, families are encouraged
to bring photos of loved ones who have
passed on for a special museum activity.
Program held at the West Chicago City
Museum.
¡Ven a celebrar El Día de los Muertos con la biblioteca
y el Museo de la Ciudad de West Chicago! Por favor,
únase a nosotros para una noche memorable para
familias de todas las culturas. Como parte de las
festividades, se anima a las familias que traigan
fotos de sus seres queridos que han
fallecido para una actividad
especial. Este programa se
ubicará en el Museo de la
Ciudad de West Chicago.

Registration required. Please visit wcpld.info,
call (630) 231-1552, or stop by to register.

Drop-in. Everyone is welcome to attend,
but supplies and space may be limited.

For more information on these and other programs, please visit wcpld.info. | 7

NonProfit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 79
West Chicago, IL 60185

118 W. Washington Street
West Chicago, IL 60185
630-231-1552
TDD 630-231-5478
wcpld.info
ask@wcpld.info
Library Hours
Mon–Thu 9am–9 pm
Fri–Sat 9am–5pm
Sun 1pm–5pm

ECRWSS
POSTAL CUSTOMER

Library Closings
Mon, Sep 2 Labor Day
Wed, Nov 27 Close at 5pm
Thu, Nov 28 Thanksgiving Day
Board of Trustees
The Board meets the 4th Monday of each month at 7pm
in the program room. The public is encouraged to attend.
Nancy Conradt, PhD., President
Frank J. Fokta, PhD., Vice-President
Diane Kelsey, Secretary
Richard J. Bloom, Treasurer
Corrine Jakacki-Dattomo, Trustee
David W. Reynolds, Sr., Trustee
Thomas Tawney, Trustee
Benjamin R. Weseloh, Library Director

West Chicago Public Library District Foundation is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to providing a
diverse, multicultural community with universal access
to knowledge through community endowments and
gifts that support projects that will benefit West Chicago
Public Library District patrons. 100% of funds raised by
the Foundation benefit the Library. All contributions are
deductible to the full extent allowed by Federal and Illinois
law. For more information, please contact the Foundation
at: westchicagolibraryfoundation@gmail.com or the Library
Director, (630) 231-1552. Thank you for supporting the West
Chicago Public Library.

Patrons of The West Chicago Public Library District and attendees of its programs and events consent to the taking of photos and
videos of themselves and their children for use in all West Chicago Public Library marketing materials. All photos and videos taken
are for Library use and become its property.

New! Inclusive Programs
Inclusion Movie Night

Tuesdays • 6pm
All ages
Movie lovers of all ages and abilities are invited to
drop in for popcorn and a movie in a relaxed setting.
September 10
6–8:15pm
Captain Marvel (PG-13, 123 min.)
October 8
6–8pm
Star Wars Rebels Episodes (TV-7)
November 12
6–8:30pm
Aladdin (PG, 130 min.)
Drop-in. Everyone is welcome to attend,
but supplies and space may be limited.

SNAP! Special Needs Art Program

Saturdays • 2–3pm
Sep 21, Oct 19, Nov 16
All ages
An inclusive arts and crafts program for individuals with
special needs. Sessions will focus on different art media
and allow for personal expression within guided instruction.
All activities are adaptable to the ability of the individual.

