
WEST CHICAGO PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT     

BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY, October 22, 2013 

LIBRARY PROGRAM ROOM 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 10:06 a.m. by Marcia Rubenstein, Chair. 

II. ROLL CALL:   Committee members present:  Marcia Rubenstein, Chair (Trustee); Richard Bloom (Trustee) 

Nancy Conradt (Trustee, Ex-officio);  

Melody E. Coleman (Staff);  Maureen Bajor (Staff).  

III. MINUTES of the September 19, 2013 meeting were approved. 

IV. RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC/PUBLIC COMMENT:  None  

V. AGENDA-DELETIONS/ADDITIONS:  None 

VI. Building Maintenance/Comfort Issues 

A. Lighting Repair Update  

 Pendant fixtures that were totally dark were repaired during the Fitzgerald quarterly 
maintenance.  The cost to repair was $2,674. 

 Dewberry was contacted regarding the second floor lighting replacement project.  The 
project could begin prior to beginning the space plan. Some reworking might be necessary 
once the plan is finalized.  The committee decided that it would be best to select the 
architect before starting the project. 

B. Hot Water Pump #2 Update 

 The heat buildup identified during the thermal scan was further investigated by Fitzgerald 
during the quarterly maintenance visit.  Undersized wires are creating a heat buildup.  
Converting the pump to gas is not an option according to both the electrician and the HVAC 
technician.   

C. HVAC Repair (Variable Frequency Drive and Glycol Float Switch) Update 

 Midwest Mechanical addressed the questions the committee had regarding the VFD.  

1. The VFD has failed and should be replaced.  It is critical in operating the system as 
designed. 

2. The alternatives are to bypass the VFD which would cause the fan to run at full speed 
causing operating and static issues.  The other alternative is to leave the return fan off 
which would cause system operation and comfort issues. 

3. Replacing the VFD is the best way to spend our dollars because the VFD varies the 
speed of the motor which results in energy efficiency and energy savings. 

 Three vendors have been contacted for proposals the replace the VFD (Midwest 
Mechanical, Trane, and West Town). 

 Glycol tank float switch needs to be replaced.  Glycol is added to the tank to maintain 
pressure in the loop and the float switch is a low level alert, pump shut off, and alarm.  The 
Midwest quote is $621. 

VII. Budgeted Projects 

A. Surge Protection Update 

 Mascal Electric was contacted regarding a procedure for testing the device.  There is no 
procedure…the device records ongoing surges and they are stored in memory which does 
not require battery backup.  The specification sheet was presented to the committee for 
review. 

VIII. Upcoming Service Contracts 

A. 3M Door Sensors Update 

 3M is the sole authorized service provider for 3M Library detection equipment. 

 



IX. Purchasing 

A. Report to Board  

B. For Board Approval  

 Fitzgerald Lighting Repairs (Interior R&M $2674) 

X. Utility Cost 

A. Consumption Trends – Gas, Electric, and Water Usage reports were distributed and reviewed by 
committee. 

B. Activities to Reduce Energy Consumption –  There was discussion on posting the energy 
consumption charts to generate staff input regarding ideas for reducing energy consumption. 

XI. Summary of Recommendations to Board 

 The committee will make a recommendation to the board in November on an architect 
for the building program. 

XII. Building Update Program 

 The chair has set up meetings with Dewberry and Studio GC to take place in their offices 
on Thursday, October 24 and Friday, October 25.  Team leaders are expected to be at the 
meetings. 

 The following will be reviewed with the architect firms: 

1. Ways to pay for the project, exploring their experience with financing 

2. Roles of individual team members (presentations not necessary) - this will be a 
talking session 

3. Separation of the lighting issue from the total project 

 

ADJOURNMENT:   The meeting was adjourned at 10:57 a.m.   


